
[bookmark: _Toc513025265][image: ]Safe work method statement (SWMS): Work near powerlines or electrical apparatus
Note: Work must be performed in accordance with this SWMS. This SWMS must be kept accessible for each relevant worker and available for inspection until the high risk construction work related to this SWMS is completed. If the SWMS is revised, every version should be kept. If a notifiable incident occurs in relation to the high risk construction work in this SWMS, the SWMS must be kept for at least 2 years from the date of the notifiable incident.
	Company name:
	
	Principal contractor (PC):
	

	Work activity:
	
	Date SWMS provided to PC:
	

	Works manager:
	
	Workplace location:
	



	High risk construction work:

	☐ Risk of a person falling more than 2 metres
	☐ Work on a telecommunication tower

	☐ Demolition of load-bearing structure
	☐ Likely to involve disturbing asbestos

	☐ Work in or near a confined space
	☐ Temporary load-bearing support for structural alterations or repairs

	☐ Use of explosives
	☐ Work in or near a shaft or trench deeper than 1.5 m or a tunnel

	☐ Work on or near pressurised gas mains or piping
	☐ Work on or near chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines

	☒ Work on or near energised electrical installations or services 
	☐ Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere

	☐ Tilt-up or precast concrete elements
	☐ Work on, in or adjacent to a road, railway, shipping lane or other traffic corridor in use by traffic other than pedestrians

	☐ Work in an area with movement of powered mobile plant
	☐ Work in areas with artificial extremes of temperature

	☐ Diving work
	☐ Work in or near water or other liquid that involves a risk of drowning



	Person responsible for ensuring compliance with SWMS:
	Example: Supervisor / Crew Leader
	What measures are in place to ensure compliance with SWMS?
	Examples: DELETE THIS BOX ONCE READ: 
These ArbSafe Pack resources are templates only. They must be customised for your workplace ensuring that:
· Relevant legal requirements have been met,
· Workplace / task specific risks are identified and managed, and
· Workers are consulted with during the customisation / review process.


JHA before starting work
On site supervision
Regular spot checks and site inspections

	How will SWMS control measures be reviewed?
	Example: Control measures will be reviewed by the Site Supervisor / Crew Leader (in consultation with workers):
At the start of each shift during the JHA | If there is a change in the scope of work or work conditions | After any incident or near miss (as required) | At the request of an HSR or worker | If the current controls are found to be ineffective

	Approver/s:
	
	Signature:
	
	Approval Date:
	



	What are the tasks involved?
	What are the hazards and risks?
	What are the control measures?

	List the work tasks in a logical order.
	Identify the hazards and risks that may cause harm to workers or the public. 
	Describe what will be done to control the risk. What will you do to make the activity as safe as possible? 

	Planning and preparation
	Contact with live parts / equipment or flashover, damage to conductors / insulators
	· Review all tasks and assess if able to complete work de-energised as a first option. 
· Identify the powerline voltage (use up-to-date drawings/plans)
· Determine the safe approach distances (SADs) – document on JHA and communicate to all workers
· Obtain any network operator permits if required
· Trained and authorised vegetation management workers
· Safety Observer appointed - to ensure SADs (for plant, workers, and vegetation) are maintained
· Note any network infrastructure prior to positioning vehicles (e.g. poles, stay wires)
· Competent and authorised workers for the work to be done
· Fire resistant or cotton PPE (as per network operator requirements)
· DO NOT wear metallic objects (e.g. jewellery, glasses, watches)

	Working near LIVE (energised) powerlines / electrical equipment
	Contact with live parts / equipment or flashover, damage to conductors / insulators
	· Always maintain SADs to powerlines / apparatus and plant
· Suitable exclusion zone around works to protect ground workers and public
· Earthing and insulated equipment (as per network operator requirements)
· Ensure plant insulation is rated to correct voltage (LV vs HV)
· Use insulated hotsticks to pull out any hung-up branches from ground within the Danger Zone (clearance zone)
· All ropes and throwlines must be synthetic and must be clean of deteriorating contaminants (e.g. saps, solvents, oils, or excessive dirt). Set ropes as far away as possible from powerlines. Throw in same direction or slightly away from lines to prevent them crossing over the top
· Tree climbers to attach and position themselves so that they cannot fall or swing into the Danger Zone
· Monitor weather. Cease work in severe adverse conditions
· Safety Observer (SO) always in position when work is being carried out – otherwise cease work and move to a safe position until SO returns
· Maintain effective visual contact and verbal communication between those working and Safety Observer
· Select correct techniques to control the cut branches safely
· Rescue equipment and fire extinguishers in place on-site

	Insulated hot stick use
	Contact with live parts / equipment or flashover, damage to conductors / insulators
	· Tool / stick has current electrical test
· Pre-use inspection
· Only authorised persons permitted to use the tool
· Safety Observer to monitor SADs

	Work near de-energised powerlines / electrical equipment
	Inadvertent livening of parts / equipment
	· Appropriate bonding/earthing equipment applied as per switching instruction
· An approved application to the network operator to de-energise the apparatus to be worked on 
· Electricity network owner permit (e.g. Electrical Access Permit) issued to cover the apparatus to be worked on 
· Any Isolations to be recorded on an Isolation / Switching Sheet.
· Qualified Switching Operator engaged (under their own SWMS for the task)
· All operations to be co-ordinated through the network operator 
· All other controls for energised work apply

	Work near underground (U/G) electrical services
	Refer to excavation SWMS





	Sign on Sheet (review and acknowledgement)

	Name
	Signature 
	Date
	
	Name
	Signature 
	Date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Additional Information
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